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The following five resolves were passed by the House of Burgesses on

May 30, 1765: :

»

Resolved, that the first adventurers and settlers of His Majesty's colony and

dominion of Virginia brought with them and transmitted to their posterity, and
other His Majesty’'s subjects since inhabiting in this His Majesty's said colony,
the liberties, privileges, franchises, and immunities that have at any time beer
held, enjoyed, and possessed by the people of Great Britain.

Resolved, that by two royal charters, granted by King James |, the colonists
- aforesaid are declared entitled to all liberties, privileges, and immunities of
denizens and natural subjects to all intents and purpeses as if they had been
abiding and born within the Realm of England. _

Resolved, that the taxation of the people by themselves, or by persons chose
by themselves to represent thermn, who can only know what taxes the people a
able to bear, or the mmmmmm.ﬁ method of raising them, and must themselves be
affected by every tax laid on the people, is the only security against a’
burdensome taxation, and the distinguishing ormﬁmog_ﬁmzmmo of British freedom,
without which the ancient constitution cannot exist. ‘

Resoived, that His _.s.m_.mﬂw_m liege people of this his mdst.ancient and foyal
colony have without interruption enjoyed the inestimable right of being governe
by such laws, respecting their Internal policy and taxation, as are derived from
their own consent, with the approbation of their sovereign, or his substitute; an
that the same has never been forfeited or yielded up, but has been constantly
reétognized by'the kings and people of Great Britain.

The fifth item, following, was rescinded the next day. Henry, perhaps believing
that the matter would stand, had departed. The conservative members re-formed
on May 31st for the purpose of removing all five resolutions, but succeeded only
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"Reprinting™ Vrrgunra s Resoﬁves . -
Throughout the sprlng months of 1765 whrle Parhament cames on the busrness of the emprre coionlal Ieglslatures
meet to regulate their own affaars As Vlrgrnra $ May Iegrslat g sessron draws to a close, news: arrwes that the stamp

tax has been. enacted. On the 30th of the ‘nanth, goaded by the recently elected member. Patrrck Henry, the Vrrgrnra
House of Burgesses passes a series. of resolutrons that recasts 1ts earlrer ob]ecuons objectrons embodred inthe
petitions Parlrament had refused to con___der F_our Vrrgrnra Resolves are-entere rrto the assembly s off cral record




